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The Indianapolis Convention is dedicated to Stan Allen in recognition 
of his service to the S.AM. and the World of Magic
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The J. Marberger Stuart Foundation
salutes

The Members of the Order of the Dragon

• Petrick and Mia
• Marvyn and Carol Roy
• Mark Wilson and Nani Darnell
• Chuck and Jan Jones
• Duo Absolon
• Harry Blackstone, Jr. and Gay Blackstone
• Glenn Falkenstein and Frances Willard
• Mike Caveney and Tina Lenert
• John and Pam Thompson
• Moi-yo Miller and Arturo Montes
• Fantasio and Monica
• Ed and Nanci Keener
• John and Cathy Daniel
• Lee and Helene Grabel
• Peter and Coral Reveen
• Paul and Debbie Daniels
• Alan and Michele Watson
• Norm and Lupe Nielsen
• Michael and Hannah Ammar

Who excel in
Drama, Romance, Artistry, Glamour, Originality, and Necromancy
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Congratulations, Stan Allen!
From the following S.A.M. Past National Presidents

“He taught us how to tickle a rabbit.”

Bradley M. Jacobs

Richard L. Gustafson

David R. Goodsell

Michael D. Douglass

George Schindler

Dan Rodriguez

Dan Garrett

Donald F. Oltz, Jr.

Gary D. Hughes

Harry Monti

Jann Wherry Goodsell

Warren J. Kaps

Edward W. Thomas

Jay A. Gorham

John  Apperson

Richard M. Dooley

Andy Dallas

Bruce Kalver

We also congratulate Jeff Sikora, our new National President, 
and welcome to our ranks at the end of this convention 

David Bowers, our newest Past National President.

Mike Miller

Mark Weidhaas

Vinny Grosso

J. Christopher Bontjes

Dal Sanders

Kenrick “Ice” McDonald
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Congratulations to M.I.
David Bowers

Thank you for your dedication and leadership in the past year.  
Under your direction, we’ve accomplished some wonderful 

things for the S.A.M.

The Society of American Magicians 
2016-2017 Line Officers

Jeff Sikora    Dick Bowman  
Ron Ishimaru    Steven Spence
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On behalf of the National Council I would like to welcome you to Indianapolis and our 
2016 National Convention. Our Convention Committee has spent countless hours put-
ting together one of our best Conventions ever.  There will be something for everyone; a 
preconvention youth seminar, many informative lectures, out of this world shows, a very 
complete dealers room and the opportunity to spend time talking with all of your magic 
friends.  I always compare our convention to a large family reunion where you see all of 
your relatives and maybe a crazy uncle or two.  I personally look forward to seeing and 
speaking with as many compeers as possible. 

I would like to thank all S.A.M. Compeers for the support they have given me.   Thank 
you for putting your confidence in me to lead you this year.  I leave with wonderful 
memories of travel experiences around the world, many magic conventions, but most 
importantly meeting fellow magicians and promoting the S.A.M. 24/7. This year, we 
have stepped into the future with the introduction of the World’s First Virtual Assembly 
(V1.1).  If you are not familiar with the concept, please go the S.A.M. website and check 
it out.  Another program that I know will benefit The Society in the future is the comple-
tion of our first ever member survey.  The response was overwhelming. We received over 
1100 completed surveys.  The project very dear to my heart was the completion of the 
restoration of the Houdini Gravesite in Queens, New York. 

I congratulate incoming President Jeff Sikora and wish him the best for the upcom-
ing year.  I am confident Jeff will lead The Society in the continuation of the many new 
programs we have begun this year.  I am also certain he will introduce new ideas for the 
growth of the organization. I ask that you give your full support to incoming President 
Jeff Sikora.  I know he will serve the Society well.

Again, welcome to Indianapolis.  I hope you enjoy the Convention and leave with 
many great memories.

  Most Illustrious 

  David W. Bowers    MMC

  National President 2015-2016

WELCOME 
S.A.M. MEMBERS AND 

FAMILIES
David W. Bowers

National President 2015 - 2016
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HATS OFF TO JEFF SIKORA!
CONGRATULATIONS
on becoming the
100th National
President
of the S.A.M.!

From  your friends:
Ron Ishimaru,
Steve Spence, and
Dick Bowman

Congratulations 
to my wonderful husband. 

I know you’ll do a great job as president.
Love, Tammy and your family
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Welcome 
to the S.A.M. National 
Convention in Indianapolis.

As the incoming President of the Society of American Magicians, I’d like 
to thank you for coming and invite you to enjoy everything this wonderful 
convention has to offer.  

My main goal for my term in office is to build membership in the S.A.M.  Our 
terrific organization will get even better if we gain more members.  This is 
where I need to ask you a favor.  Over the next year, I would like to urge you 
to get just one person to join the S.A.M. or S.Y.M.  For the next 12 months, 
you’ll be hearing and reading quite a bit about the “Get Just One” campaign.  
Imagine how much bigger and stronger the S.A.M. would be if everyone 
took this challenge to heart and got just one person to join.

To help you Get Just One, I’m going to have tips on how to recruit new mem-
bers in each of my President’s Columns in M-U-M.  I hope I can count on you 
to Get Just One person to join this year.

But for now, enjoy the convention.  Have fun at the shows.  Take notes at the 
lectures. Find some treasures in the Dealer’s Room.  And most of all, enjoy 
the company of other magicians from around the world.

Have fun,

Jeff Sikora

S.A.M. President-elect

Jeff Sikora
National President 2016 - 2107
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 Thank you… 

for supporting this year of growth and transition 

for The Society of American Magicians.
 
 
                                                                                 
David W. Bowers
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Welcome to Our Town, Indy!
Congratulations to David Bowers

on a Magical Year, and  Good Luck, 
Jeff, for your presidential term!

Steven A. Spence
S.A.M. RVP, Central Plains

Ethics Chair
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Best Wishes to

President Elect
Jeff Sikora

as you begin your
term of office!

Ed Thomas, P.N.P.

Ed Thomas

Congratulations 
and thanks for a job well 
done as S.A.M. National 

President, to
David Bowers

 (Now Past National President.)

It was a pleasure to serve 
with you.

Eric Lampert
S.A.M. National Treasurer

DAVID BOWERS
National President 2015-16

  Mahalo
   for a job well 
   done!

JEFF SIKORA
National President 2016-17
CONGRATULATIONS 
& BEST WISHES

for a successful & awesome year!

Aloha! Your friend in magic,
Ronald Ishimaru, S.A.M. National 2nd V.P.

Congratulations 
to our leader,

Jeff Sikora
on becoming the 100th 
President of the S.A.M.

From your friends at 
S.Y.M. Assembly Y144

In Omaha
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In tribute and recognition, we take great pride in congratulating our 
very own Jeff Sikora in being elected as the National President of The 

Society of American Magicians. We admire and respect his dedication 
to ensure the success of the art of magic in many levels. We are  

confident he will be a valuable asset to the S.A.M. and look forward to 

a great year in magic under his leadership.  

            Congratulations Jeff!  
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Congratulations to Jeff Sikora, 
our incoming National President, 

and to Randy Kalin, our Regional Vice President, 
from Rochester, Minnesota’s Mystic 13 (SAM 205 and SYM 92).
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NOW YOU SEE US
Congrats to Omaha’s own Jeff Quinn, the 100th 
President of the Society of American Magicians

Learn more about us at
WeDontCoast.com
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CONGRATULATONS
to

JEFF SIKORA
our new S.A.M. President

and to
STAN ALLEN

for being honored this year.
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Congratulations 

to 
Stan Allen

From all your friends who have 
known you the longest...

The 
Long Beach 

Mystics

Mike Caveney

Bill Smith
Les Arnold

Mike Mandini

Gary Raff

Dana Daniels

Kevin James

Armando Lucero

Mark Kalin
Scott Bryan

Victor & Diamond
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Milt and Arlene Larsen
Congratulate Stan Allen!!!!

He is a great friend to everyone 
in magic!
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To Stan Allen
(An open letter on your remarkable achievement)

I remember Cesareo’s prediction just like it was 
yesterday. He looked up from reading his issue of 
Inside Magic as he and several of us Le Grand David 
company members were sitting in the Cabot Theatre 
lobby. “This man is going to be a major force in magic 
for the next 20 years.” He was right — and then some. 

From your January ‘85 foray into publishing Inside 
Magic, to the present issue of MAGIC Magazine, for 
more than three decades you have been reporting on 
and creating magic history. My hunch is that 
magicians in every corner of the globe eagerly look 
forward each month to finding MAGIC Magazine in 
their mailboxes. And now there is instant access to 
MyMagazines and M360!

To paraphrase a quip by Will Rogers about theatre, 
“Anybody can start a magic magazine. It’s keeping it 
going that is the hard thing.” I’ll bet it took quite a bit 
of courage to start MAGIC and a lot of dedication and 
hard work to keep it going. And, you did it while remembering the importance of 
friendship and good will. The best part is that you are still going strong.

What’s more, from the first MAGIC Live to the forthcoming 25th Anniversary Celebration, 
your innovative spirit and creativity (and hard work!) have made every MAGIC Live more 
amazing than the preceding one.

My hope is your love for magic will be an inspiration for all who follow in your footsteps. 

Congratulations on this well-deserved honor, and
may all your days be MAGIC days.

With good wishes always from 

Rick Heath
Magician With A Paintbrush

Building, and Painting Magic Illusions
for Magicians and Collectors

P. O. Box 419, Beverly, Massachusetts USA
(978) 239-8576 

www.magicianwithapaintbrush.com

Portrait of Stan painted on the occasion 
of the first MAGIC Live 
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To One of My Boys!

Congratulations, Stan

Marvyn Roy

Stan Allen and Stewart
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“There are many perks to growing up with a ma-
gician for a father. You never have to worry about 
finding entertainment for your birthday party, 
but you should really insist that they pick you as 
their volunteer. You get to watch your fair share 
of rehearsals. Any time you get a magic trick in 
a fast food chain kid’s meal you don’t even have 
to bother reading the instructions. You probably 
can already perform it!  And when you’re in high 
school and have to build a catapult, your dad can 
call up his buddy, Bill Smith, who just happens to 
build illusions, to help you out! 

“My favorite perk of having a magician as a fa-
ther was always coming up with the most creative 
ways to do things. When I was in Girl Scouts, my 
troop had a cake auction where each Girl Scout 

Inside 
STAN ALLEN

and her dad would bake a cake and we’d bid on 
them. My dad and I decided to make a cake of 
the most famous magic trick of all time–sawing 
a woman in half! Instead of having to ruin one 
of my toy dolls, we luckily found doll parts at a 
crafts store. One doll head, two doll feet, and one 
tin foil saw later, and we had the most amazing 
“sawing a woman in half” cake ever. While my 
troop leaders were a bit concerned until they fig-
ured out it was a magic trick and not my dad’s 
twisted personality, our cake seemed to be a huge 
success with everyone else.  
— Stan Allen’s youngest, Katie

Introduction:  Traditionally, in compiling 
the program feature for the convention pro-
gram, we have looked for interesting and fun 
stories about the honoree, often emphasizing 
the humorous. While that was our initial pur-
pose, it did not happen in the case of Stan Al-
len. Oh, there are stories out there, to be sure, 
but the people we contacted chose instead to 
emphasize Stan’s character as a friend and a 
family man, giving us a feature of, well… a 
quiet warmth. So welcome to, not Inside Mag-
ic, but rather, Inside Stan Allen.          
— David Goodsell, program editor 

Steven Sokulski, Kristee (Sokulski) Watson, Katie Sokulski, 
Rhonda, and Stan on the occasion of Katie’s graduation from 
The University of Nevada, Las Vegas, this past May.

Stan and Kristee working to-
gether on  the famous “SAW-
ING THROUGH A WOMAN 
AND A CAKE” adventure. 
Above, the final product, which 
disappeared not long after.

“Back in the summer of 1983, my mom, Rhonda, 
and Stan Allen were just friends. After trying un-
successfully to set Stan up with a handful of her 
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friends, Mom realized that maybe she should give 
this nice guy, bachelor magician a chance herself. 
After all, he was courting her with flowers and 
Oreo cookies. Duh.

“My mom is still darling, but she was quite the 
hot cake in the ‘80s. And although a kid, I wasn’t 
so bad looking myself, so we were quite the team. 
There’s no real mystery as to why Stan always 
found time to pop into my gymnastics class or 
spend all his free time at 
the counter of the origi-
nal Claim Jumper in Los 
Alamitos where my mom 
worked.

“After several months 
of dating, my mom was 
ready to formally intro-
duce Stan to me. Appar-
ently I ran to my room; 
bad sign! But I quick-
ly returned, clutching 
a stuffed bunny that actually had never meant 
much to me before this particular meeting. While 

my mom did not 
yet know Stan’s act, 
the significance was 
not lost on him. He 
brought this stuffed 
rabbit to life while 
my mom and I sat 
mesmerized. Chanc-
es are you’ve been 
there yourself.

“It wasn’t until 
months later at The 
Queen Mary that my 

mom realized the coincidence. She also realized 
sending the nice guy, bachelor on the high seas 
with a cute bunny was a bad idea. So she encour-
aged him to brush up on his editing skills. Ok, 
maybe that last part didn’t really happen. The 
photo shows Stan and Rhonda on their honey-
moon cruise aboard the S.S. Azure Seas.                     

 — Kristee & Rhonda Sokulski

“Stan Allen does a lot of things well. But beyond 
performing, writing, or producing, his most valu-
able skill by far is his ability to dream. Magic 
shops, magazines, shows, conventions... Few peo-
ple have such a wonderful track record.

“In the year 2000, I was winding my way through 
junior high and MAGIC Magazine was approach-
ing its tenth anniversary. As my dad drove me 
to school each morning, we’d dream up crazy 
ways to celebrate that event with the thousands 

of readers and friends who had helped MAGIC to 
reach that milestone – something that would en-
able them to be a part of the magazine. MAGIC 
Live, a four-day convention in Las Vegas, came to 
pass the very next summer. It was to be a singular 
event that was promised to never be repeated.

“Of course, my dad has bent that rule more than a 
few times over the years, but the dreams just kept 
on coming and he felt compelled to share them.

“Today, I am thankful to get to work alongside 
him, helping to turn those dreams into realities 
every single day.”  — Steven Sokulski, Stan’s son.

Stan, producer of MAGIC Live, and his two associate producers, 
Steven (left) and Rory Johnston (right). Steven is also Digital 
Director for MAGIC Magazine, and Rory is Content Director for 
MAGIC Live and has written over a hundred feature articles for 
MAGIC. The photo at left shows Stan with Stewart at about the 
time he was first dating Rhonda.

“Stan is a glass half-full kinda guy.  Only he is sure 
the glass is half filled with poison!  His first inclina-
tion with any idea is to find every way possible it 
can go wrong.  He insists on exploring everything 
bad about any given premise before allowing the 
slightest possibility there may be some merit to it.  
This can be a good thing – not for me, the eter-
nal optimist who works with him and sees every 
idea I come up with as obviously brilliant – but for 
those who benefit from the result of his paranoid 
outlook.  I’m talking about the readers of the mag-
azine and guests at the convention.  Because when 
you arrive at MAGIC Live, for example, you can be 
sure every little, teeny, tiny, microscopic detail has 
been given the Stan once over, twice over, thrice 
over, and, yes, fource over.  (He would never let 
that made-up word be printed.)   With Stan you 
can be sure the fource is with you.  (See, I had a 
reason for it!)  

“He’s a bit like Steve Jobs.  He wants perfection.  
If it costs a little more to do something first class, 
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he spends the money.  Long ago I 
stopped trying to cut any corners in 
order to save budget at MAGIC Live.  
Stan would rather make no profit if 
he couldn’t do it right – and his lev-
el of “right” is a lot more expensive 
than anyone else’s.  Everything has 
to be a step above and better than ex-
pected. He wants innovation.  New 
ideas.  Nothing but the best!  How 
long does he expect us to keep that 
up!?  The answer: as long as we keep 
producing the convention – or why 
do it at all?

“By the way, when I say Stan is a bit 
like Steve Jobs, I mean without the 
being a jerk part.  He’s one of the 
nicest guys on the planet.  Because 
he cares so much about others, he’s 
a great friend to many, many magi-
cians.  Or maybe so many like him 
because he cares so much.   It goes both ways.   At 
least for me.” —  Rory Johnston

“Readers of this program likely know of Stan Al-
len the MAGIC Magazine publisher, editor, and 

writer; the unconventional 
convention producer; and 
the magician, comedian, 
and puppeteer. But how 
many people know him as 
Stan Allen, juggler? Not in 
the figurative sense of keep-
ing lots of projects going, 
but the literal sense of toss-
ing physical items in the air, 
catching them, and tossing 
them again.

“Well, pretty much no one ever sees this, includ-
ing Stan himself, as he is generally busy enough 
with the metaphorical juggling. But back in the 
late 1990s, that figurative version took him on a 
journey with the literal variety when he became 
the editor and publisher of a magazine called JUG-
GLE — a title that sounds more like a request than 
a description. Originally sought out by the Inter-
national Jugglers’ Association as a consultant on 
what might be done with their publication, the 
organization liked Stan’s ideas so much that they 
talked him into becoming the person who would 
put them all into action. 

“While JUGGLE no longer exists outside of mem-
ories, and the occasional sighting of a stray back 
issue from its thirteen-year run, it did help trans-
form Stan Allen & Associates into Stagewrite Pub-
lishing. And yes, Stan actually can juggle, even 

managing to do a five-ball 
cascade — although pub-
lishing at least one maga-
zine a month for the past 
quarter century makes his 
figurative series of throws 
and catches the far more 
impressive feat.   
— Alan Howard, Associate 
     Editor, MAGIC Magazine

“At around the age of 16, 
I walked in to the B&H 
School of Magic in Los 
Alamitos, CA. I was just 
hanging out, taking in the 
‘magic atmosphere’ and 
I overheard a few of the 
‘older guys’ talking about 
needing a Flash Pot.  I said 
to the taller guy, ‘I have a 

Flash Pot.’  He looked me over quickly and said, 
‘Where did you buy it?’  I said, ‘I made it!’  With 
some doubt in his voice, he said, ‘Can I see it?  If it 
works I would like to borrow it from you.’  Well, I 
let him borrow it and yes, it did work!

“That tall guy was Stan Allen, and after that meet-
ing I quickly joined the Long Beach Mystics. Stan 
hired me to work with his Partner Don Josephson, 
building Magic in the back room of the shop. From 
there, I started working with local magicians, Les 
Arnold, Chuck Jones, and Don Bice.  It was then 
on to tours with 
Abb Dickson’s 
Presto Show and 
then the Great 
Harry Blackstone 
Jr.

“Thanks, Stan for 
the “Jump Start!”  
— Bill Smith                    
     Magic Ventures 

“In the world of 
magic, except for 
two kids in his 
hood, Scott Bry-
an, and Mike Sherlock, who also were Mystics, I 
have known Stan the longest.  As one of the older 
Long Beach Mystics, I was impressed with Stan’s 

Top, the photo of Stan that ran with his monthly column in     
JUGGLE Magazine.  Above, left, the first issue of JUGGLE. Above, 
a side of Stan few know about. He has a continuing love of music, 
and played a mean set of drums in his teenage years (and perhaps 
now… who knows?).
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tryout for the club 
when he was just four-
teen.  As I got to know 
him, taking him to lo-
cal magic shows and 
club meetings, I discov-
ered a number of other 
things about Stan that 
impressed me, not to 
mention a very cool set 
of drums.  

“A year or two later, I was taking a photography 
class in college and needed a subject.  I told Stan 
to put on my tails for some publicity photos.  ‘You 
look kind of lame without an assistant,’ I said, ‘let’s 
go find one.’ So we got in my car and headed for 
downtown Long Beach. As luck would have it, the 
Miss Universe Pageant used to be held in our fair 
city and was currently in progress.  As we drove 
up to the location, we saw a number of the media 
shooting pictures of the beauty contestants.  I told 
a young sixteen-year-old Stan to grab his hat and 
egg, and follow me.  We came upon Miss Israel, 
and I asked if she would please pose for a photo. 
She agreed.  I thanked her and had her hold the 
top hat. I then had Stan jump in the shot; the rest is 
history.  — Les Arnold

“I well remember the years of procrastination 
while Stan dithered (contemplated?) about turn-
ing his newsletter Inside Magic into a large color 
glossy following the model of an airline magazine 
that had short articles and which could be enjoyed 
in short doses and by being opened at any page. 

When MAGIC Mag-
azine debuted, I was 
proud to be part of the 
team, along with Max 
Maven and Michael 
Weber, who brought 
both fresh ideas and 
work to the pages ev-
ery month. I worked 
with Stan Allen on 
MAGIC in various ca-
pacities until purchas-
ing Genii in mid-1998. 
I learned a lot during 

that time. The success of MAGIC speaks for itself 
on its 25th anniversary. Congratulations, Stan! 

— Richard Kaufman

Left, Stan, age 16, with the Miss Universe Pageant’s 
“Miss Israel.” Above, Stan with fellow editor, Richard 
Kaufman.  Below, left, is a photo of Les Arnold and 
Dazzle, and below is the cover of the first issue of 
MAGIC Magazine.

“When I was working on a new routine for an au-
dition, I asked Stan if he could come watch while 
I taped it.  He did and the next day spent a couple 
hours with me reconstructing the routine.  How-
ever, I had to submit the audition tape as it was. I 
later received a request from the producers to clean 
up the routine.  I made the tweaks, well more like 
complete overhaul, that Stan and I had discussed, 
and the new tape was immediately accepted by 
the producers.

“I watched that old tape again. It was so bad that 
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I understood why Stan had been surprised when 
the producers gave me a second chance. But as 
bad as it was, when I watched it I could distinct-
ly hear Stan in the audience cheering the loudest. 
That’s Stan, incredibly kind and brutally honest. I 
couldn’t ask for a better friend. — Vinny Grosso

“It is rare to find someone who strives for excel-
lence as much as Stan Allen does.  It is fascinating, 
educational, and often entertaining to watch the 
process (it usually involves Baskin Robbins at one 
point or another).    But he is not just an excellent 
performer, writer, and event organizer.  Stan is 
most importantly an excellent friend.”  — Brian South

the internet. Stan is always exploring new ways of 
sharing his magic…Why DOES he do it?

“There is always MORE to Stan than meets the eye!”
— Jeff McBride

“In our interview with Stan Allen in the June, 2016, 
issue of M-U-M, he talked a little about his rela-
tionship with the S.A.M., in particular emceeing 
well over a dozen Gala shows at our conventions 
over the years and working as the silent number 
two to Hank Moorehouse, our talent chair, in put-
ting together the SA.M. convention shows in the 
eighties and early nineties. But that was not Stan’s 
only contribution to the S.A.M. convention culture.

“In the late eighties, Stan and other Mystics grads 
were featured at another magic organization’s con-
vention. The idea came to Stan of creating a “Mys-
tics-type” event as an afternoon convention show 
starring junior magicians. Stan knew just what 
motivated young magicians could accomplish. He 
would host the show and would fill it with the best 
young talent in America.  He spoke to that group, 
but the idea fell on deaf ears. ‘‘People don’t want 
to come and watch a bunch of kids!’

“So Stan approached an officer in the S.A.M., who 
saw the potential, but was also skeptical. Fortu-
nately it didn’t die there. He just had to talk to the 
right person. Hank Morehouse loved the idea, and 
he and Stan reviewed some 30 tapes, picked five 
kids, and at the Las Vegas National Convention 
in 1991, put on the first-ever Young Professional’s 
show, with Stan as emcee and starring Darren Ro-
meo, Ashley Adams, Lindsey Jansen, Larry Maples 
and Ryan Oakes, ages 13 to 16. It was a smash hit! 

Stan with Vinny Grosso, left, and Brian South. The three of them 
were responsible for the very successful MAGIC SUMMIT confer-
ence dedicated to improving the magic club experience. Below, left, 
Jeff McBride. Below, Stan emceeing the Young Professionals Show 
at the S.A.M. Indianapolis Convention 24 years ago.

“Stan Allen is a man who 
always contradicts my 
expectations:

“Stan is a funny man. 
Years of cruse ship gigs 
have honed his wit to a 
sharp edge. He has im-
peccable comedy timing. 
Just hang with him for a 
few hours and you will 
see his comedy club per-
sona emerge… and you 
will laugh your ass off!

“Stan is a serious man. Stan always is on deadline, 
but he never seems to be in a hurry. I am always 
impressed with his ability to ease into a deep con-
versation and he NEVER looks at his watch when 
he is speaking to you (nice touch!). EVERY month, 
a new look at our art…how DOES he do it?

“Stan is a very productive man. His ability to produce 
MAGIC Magazine every month is awe inspiring. 
And, he looks for even MORE projects to take on: 
M360, Magic Live, new ways of creating magic on 

Jeff McBride
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The following year, in Indianapolis, 24 years ago this month, the per-
formers were Stephanie Griswold, Adam Burden, Tony Thompson, 
Adam Williams, and Danny Cole.  Several of those early performers 
went on to have successful professional careers. The traditon had begun!

So, you see, it was Stan Allen who is responsible for one of today’s favor-
ite convention events. No longer called ‘The Young Professional Show,’ 
we know it as ‘The Stars of Tomorrow.’  Prehaps the most famous alum-
nus of the Stars show is Mat Franco, winner of America’s Got Talent and 

who now stars in his own show 
in Las Vegas. 

Speaking personally, Jann 
and I have known Stan and 
his family for many years, and 
count them among our favorite 
friends in magic. I can easily 
recall Stan, Richard Kaufmann, 
and me in a restaurant some-
where in North Hollywood, 
having dinner together and 
sharing the woes and rewards 
of editing magic magazines. 
They are two very different 
personalities, each brilliant in 
his own way. And there was I, 
an editor by the grace of God 
and the S.A.M., enjoying their 
genuine friendship for the 
same reasons.  

      — David Goodsell 
Editor Emeritus, M-U-M.

Photos on this page round out the life and career of Stan 
Allen, this year’s S.A.M. Convention honoree. Top left, Stan 
back where it all began, outside the Disneyland Main Street 
Magic Shop, where his sister bought him his first magic 
trick, the Adams’ Four Nickels to Dimes. The photo  next to 
that shows life-long friends Mike Caveney and Stan Allen 
performing Magic on Ice, early in their careers.  Below that 
Grampa Stan, with his two grandkids.  He says it may be the 
best booking he ever got! Ranks right up there with getting 
married! The photo directly below, taken several months 
ago, shows Stan performing at The Magic Castle. Finally, 
Stewart insisted that he appear on this page with his best pal, 
Stan Allen! 
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Walsworth is 
proud to print 

MAGIC Magazine 
and is excited  
to celebrate  

Stan Allen’s

MAGIC.

walsworth.com

contributions to 
the world of
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A very special thanks to the 2016 Convention Committee: 
Vinny Grosso, Mike & Linda Miller, Dal Sanders, Kyle Peron, David & Jann Goodsell, 
Mark & Gail Wojtkowiak, Dan & Manon Rodriguez, Arlen Solomon, Kayla Drescher, 

Steven Kline, Brad Jacobs, Eric Lampert, John & Virginia Apperson, Christian Painter. 
                                                                    From your friends, Mark and Anne Weidhaas  

Congratulations to Stan Allen 

And a “thank you” to everyone who helped with the 2016 SAM 
Convention (and to you, dear reader, for attending!) 
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The MAGIC of
MICHIGAN

Keith Fields

Gene Anderson
Stuart MacDonald

Keith Stickley

Wednesday, July 14, 7:30 p.m.
The HOUDINI Theater

Aaron Radatz
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The S.A.M. Combined Contest Show
Fr. Cyprian Murray Stage Contest and

Paul Critelli Close-up Contest
Thursday 7:30 p.m. at
The Houdini Theater

They were just six guys from Jersey, but when they went on stage, it was magic!

Will Fern / David Corsaro / Rocco Solano / Meir Yedid 
Kevin Bethea / Joe Rindfleisch

THURSDAYMatinee2:30 p.m.at the HOUDINI THEATER

… AND THURSDAY NIGHT…
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VAUDEVILLE

THE INDY PALACE
Houdini Theater

7-30  COMMENCING FRIDAY JULY 15   ONE NIGHT ONLY
MIKE MILLER Presents

Reinvented
ROCCO

VIKTORIA
GRIMMY

WILL
FERN

G
R

EG
 IR

W
IN

MICHAEL
DUBOIS DAVID

CORSARO


